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                   May 26, 2020 

Dear Friend of the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, 
  

Circumstances have created two different CCOs: the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra and COVID Cancels the 

Orchestra.  2020 will always be remembered as the year where the heroes carried no weapons nor wore 

any body armor but worked valiantly to defeat an implacable foe.  
 

In times of trouble, the Arts and those who create it traditionally get left behind, and today is no 

exception. The CCO is suffering financially and artistically due to cancelled concerts. 
 

Still, there is much good news: 
 

• The CCO has put together an exhilarating new season with inspiring and innovative programs that 

will help ease us back into the setting of live concerts. Details will be revealed next month. 

• Using videos, CCO musicians are delivering fun, educational instrument introductions to all 2nd 

Graders, focused on Peter and the Wolf as part of our Youth Educational Outreach.  Visit the CCO’s 

Facebook page or YouTube Channel to see a sample video.  Our thanks to the Park Foundation for 

supporting our annual Willard Daetsch Youth Outreach Program. 
 

    
 

Today we are excited to announce a rare Matching Fund opportunity. 
 

Every donation received before June 30th will be matched dollar-for-dollar by a special Leadership Fund 

created by members of our Board of Directors.  First-time donors will have their contributions tripled!  

Please support our vital needs to ensure our 44th Season. 

 

The arts are fundamental to our humanity. They ennoble and inspire us—fostering creativity, goodness, 

and beauty. The arts bring us joy, help us express our values, and build bridges between cultures. The 

arts are also a fundamental component of healthy communities—strengthening them socially, 

educationally, and economically—especially in difficult social and economic times. 
 

We hope you will join us in this vital matching fund opportunity! 
 

With heartfelt wishes for your continued good health and comfort, and sincere appreciation from the 

entire CCO, we thank you. 
 

 
 

Dr. James R. Orcutt 

Board President 



	

 
 

Please help us through these trying times! Here are ways to show how much you care!  
 

DONATE:   

Help us take full advantage of this Matching Fund!  Donate by June 30th and the first $15,000 will be 

matched!  Plus, any contribution by a first-time donor will be tripled: donate $100 and an additional 

$200 will be added to your gift! You are welcome to make your donation in honor/memory of someone 

meaningful to you.  Donations of any amount make a difference, and gifts received before June 30th will 

be acknowledged in the 2020-2021 season program book. 
  

NEW! The CARES Act expands the tax deduction options available.  If you take the standard deduction, 

you can claim a brand new "above-the-line" deduction of up to $300 for donations to the CCO.  There’s 

also an expanded tax benefit for those who itemize.  Be sure to consult your tax advisor for details. 

 

EMPLOYER MATCHING: 

Many companies offer to match any charitable donations made by their employees.   

 

SPONSORSHIPS: 

Make an impact!  Become a sponsor and show everyone how much you care!  Please contact Susan 

Spafford directly so she can share why this is so important.  (Susan@CCOithaca.org) 

 

RED CHAIRS: 

Our Red Chair campaign (sponsorship of an individual performer) is another wonderful way to support 

and connect with our incredible musicians on stage. Show our fabulous musicians you care! Here’s how!  

Simply select which musician/instrument you’d like to sponsor.  For example: I am proud of our (i.e. 

Second Oboe) and want to show my appreciation by contributing $2,000/year for the next three years. 

 

SMILE: 

When shopping on Amazon, we encourage you to start at Smile.Amazon.com.  No forms to fill out, and 

no additional cost to you, but each purchase benefits your CCO.  When prompted by Amazon, simply 

select the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra as your non-profit of choice, and Amazon will automatically 

donate a portion of every dollar you spend directly to the CCO.  
 

If you are downsizing, please consider donating your stamp, coin, or art collections to the Cayuga 

Chamber Orchestra. 

We gratefully accept checks, credit cards, monthly installments through Pay Pal, and your endowments. 

Please feel free to contact the CCO office if you have any questions or want to make special 

arrangements.  You can reach us at 607.273.8981 or info@CCOithaca.org. 


